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Our Mission Statement 

Our commitment is to provide 

students with a structured 

educational service within a 

safe, positive and accepting 

learning environment.  

Individualised programs will 

cater for the social, 

emotional, academic, 

physical, communication and 

independence needs of the 

students. We aim to prepare 

students for the 

opportunities, experiences 

and responsibilities of life. 

 

Principal’s Message 
It is with pleasure that I present the 2012 Annual Report for Creaney 

Education Support Centre. This report provides parents and members of 

the wider community with information on aspects of our school, its 

activities and performance over the past year.  It highlights the school 

strengths and our desire for ongoing improvement.  It strives to 

reinforce the Department of Education’s goals for every school to be a 

good school,  every teacher to be an effective teacher and every student 

to be a successful student. 

 

Dedicated and thoroughly professional staff are the cornerstone of our 

school and this was acknowledged by our selection as a Teacher 

Development  School for 2012 and 2013. In 2012, the highly skilled and 

experienced staff at Creaney ESC began sharing their expertise with a 

range of schools through the provision of professional learning, resource 

design and consultation. This support will continue into 2013. 

 

Creaney ESC is also very fortunate to have a highly supportive parent 

population.  Staff and parents work collaboratively , and in partnership 

with other professionals, for the benefit of each student. The success of 

this approach can be seen each day as we watch our students grow and 

learn and tackle new challenges .  We celebrate each student’s steps 

towards independence, their determination and growth in confidence, 

for these are the successes which truly measure our effectiveness. 

 

I would like to sincerely thank every staff member, parent and student 

for the role they have all played in making our school distinctive. I look 

forward to another fantastic year at Creaney as we continue to strive to 

provide the very best for each student. 

 

Cat Marcoolyn 

Principal 
 

Highlights of 2012 
Highlights of the 2012 school year include: 

• Combined Education Support Centres Sports Carnival 

• Weekly Drumbeat lessons for all students 

• Swimming Lessons 

• Whole School Bowling Program 

• Landsdale Farm School Camps  

• Whole School Trampolining and Gymnastics Program 

• Whole School Art Exhibition at Joondalup Library 

 

CREANEY EDUCATION SUPPORT CENTRE 
 

ANNUAL SCHOOL REPORT 2012 
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• Makaton Singing Group established 

• Special Olympics Community Links Sports Days 

• Participation in Creaney Primary Lapathon 

• Participation in Creaney Primary Sports Carnival 

• Community Access and Excursions for all students 

• Razzamatazz Magic Show Excursion 

• Inaugural Graduation Ceremony for Year 7 students 

• End of Year Concert and Presentation Night 

• Transition to High School Program 

• Successful recipient of $20,000 Playground Grant.  

• Commencement of our TDS role.  Creaney ESC was one of only 3 

Education Support facilities (and the only ESC) to become a Teacher 

Development School. This role acknowledges the excellence 

demonstrated in the Centre and allows our staff to share their 

expertise with other schools throughout the state. In 2012 our staff 

presented at 4 conferences, hosted visits from a range of 

educationists and shared resources with a large number of other 

schools.   

• Publication of ‘Playlinks’ Program manual—a highly innovative 

reverse integration program developed at Creaney ESC 

 

School Profile 
Creaney Education Support Centre was established in 1986 and offers 

placement  to primary aged students with an intellectual disability, Autism 

Spectrum Disorder or both.  It shares a campus with Creaney Primary 

School in the suburb of Kingsley.  This co-location allows us to provide 

small specialised classes catering for  individual needs while also offering a 

range of opportunities for integration with mainstream peers.   

Students are taught using highly structured programs based on the 

principles of TEACCH, Applied Behaviour Analysis and Direct Instruction.  

All teaching staff are specially qualified to teach students with disabilities 

and are ably supported by a large number of experienced Education 

Assistants.  

Classes at Creaney ESC are typically small with an average of six students in 

each class staffed by one teacher and at least two (usually three) Education 

Assistants.  In 2012 there were six classes—three located in the Centre 

building and three located in one of the Creaney Primary buildings.  

Teaching is highly individualised with each child’s learning program 

determined by an Individual Education Plan (IEP).  IEPs are written at the 

beginning of each semester, in collaboration with parents, staff and 

relevant professionals.  They cover each of the eight learning areas and 

describe the specific objectives  to be taught.  Teaching staff are 

responsible for developing the differentiated curriculum necessary to 

achieve these objectives. At the end of each semester, parents are 

provided with a written report which directly relates to each objective on 

the IEP.   
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Creaney ESC has an active School Council comprising representatives 

from the staff and parent bodies.  The School Council has been 

instrumental in determining the direction of the Centre over the last few 

years.  In 2012 one focus of the Council has been to raise funds to equip 

the planned Multi-Sensory Environment—a goal that has been achieved 

with the purchase of our first stage of equipment at the end of 2012. 

 

Student Information 
In 2012, 38 students were enrolled in the Education Support Centre.  

Most students were drawn from surrounding suburbs but some parents 

chose to transport their children from further afield in order to access 

our services. The following is a break down of the student population at 

the end of 2012: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the end of 2012, graduating students went on to Duncraig SHS ESC 

and Gladys Newton School.   

 

Student attendance at Creaney ESC is regularly above the state average. 

As many of our students experience medical issues and also often need 

to attend medical and therapeutic appointments, the high rate of 

attendance highlights the value parents place in the school. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Staff Information 
All teaching staff meet the professional requirements to teach in 

Western Australian public schools.  They all hold special qualifications to 

teach students with disabilities and are supported by experienced Level 

3 Education Assistants. 
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Staff Numbers 2012: 
 

 

All staff undertake regular professional learning to ensure best practice 

throughout the Centre. Professional learning undertaken in 2012 

included: 

• Autism Intervention 

• Autism Masterclass 

• TEACCH 

• Anaphylaxis Training 

• TeamTeach  

• Behaviour Management 

• Interactive Whiteboard training 

• iPads for Special Education 

• Leadership Workshops 

• Writing with Symbols 

• KeyWord Makaton signing. 

• North Metro Education Support Network Conference 2012 

• Sensory Needs learning 

• Reporting to Parents training 

• Financial Management 

• Conflict Resolution 

• Standards and Integrity Course—Social Media 

• Child Protection 

• Teacher Development Schools Conference 2012 

• ASEPA (Australian Special Education Principal’s Association) 

Conference 2012 

• Natasha Milenko Masterclass 
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Special Programs—Value Adding 
Early Intervention Program 

We offer an intensive Early Intervention Program based on the 

principles of Applied Behaviour Analysis for small groups of kindergarten 

and pre-primary aged children who have a diagnosis of Autism Spectrum 

Disorder.  The program aims to equip these students with the skills 

necessary for entry into a mainstream Year 1 class.  The transition to 

Year 1 is supported by a shared placement in the Pre-Primary year.  

Students spend 2 days a week at our Centre and 3 days at their 

mainstream school. At the end of 2012 all Pre-Primary students were 

moving to Year 1 in mainstream. 

 

TEACCH Class Structure 

All classes at Creaney ESC follow the underlying principles of TEACCH 

(Treatment and Education of Autistic and Related Communication 

Handicapped Children).  The highly structured routine and visual 

supports inherent in this system have proved to be highly beneficial to 

all our students, not just those with ASD.  

 

Integration 

Creaney ESC offers a range of integration opportunities for our students.  

Creaney Primary School and Creaney ESC work closely together to 

achieve this and are supported by a detailed integration policy.   

Students from the ESC may be integrated with Primary School classes 

(their Home Rooms) for varying lengths of time depending on their 

individual needs and abilities.   

Reverse integration opportunities are also offered.  Students from the 

Primary  School join in with the programs being run by ESC staff on the 

Centre site. These activities include cooking, play and talking-time. 

Integration also occurs during break times when ESC students play 

within the Primary School playgrounds and vice versa.   

 

PlayLinks 

PlayLinks, an innovative, reverse integration program, was developed at 

Creaney ESC and is now receiving interest from schools around the 

state. This program teaches the senior students from Creaney Primary 

about interacting with Special Educational Needs students whilst 

working through certificate levels as ‘PlayLinks Monitors’. The monitors 

are responsible for the management of a structured play station within 

the ESC play area.  They are taught the principles of positive behaviour 

management, Makaton sign language and Picture Exchange 

Communication Systems.  As well as developing positive attitudes and 

knowledge of disabilities in the senior Primary students, the program 

also offers the ESC students more opportunities to interact with their 

mainstream peers.  
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Drumbeat 

In Terms 3 and 4, all Creaney ESC students took part in weekly Drumbeat 

sessions. Run by Dr Annamaria Paolino, an accredited Drumbreat 

facilitator, this social development program works to increase social 

skills, self-confidence and self-esteem through drumming activities. It 

proved to be a hugely popular program which culminated in a series of 

successful performances at the end of year Concert.  Dr Paolino will be 

returning to continue this program in 2013. 

 

Community Access 

Excursions and Community Access are an integral part of our learning 

program and are planned to supplement the curriculum and priority 

objectives set for each student.  Excursions may be one-off activities 

that support a program of learning (eg to the Museum) or may be 

regular weekly excursions that focus on developing independence and 

functional generalisation of skills (shopping, transport training etc).   

 

Gymnastics  

During Term 3 all Creaney ESC students attended a weekly gymnastics 

program at Highflyers gym.  Led by qualified trampolining and 

gymnastics coaches,  the students worked on a variety of gross motor 

and balance skills, using a range of equipment not available in a school 

context.   

 

Life Skills programs 

Life Skills programs give students the opportunity to practise learnt skills 

in real-life functional applications.  All classes carry out cooking activities 

in which students are able to practise Maths, English, Communication, 

Science, Self-Management and Independence learning.  Many classes 

also carry out regular shopping activities. 

 

Therapy Focus Groups 

Selected students took part in multi-disciplinary small group work with 

Occupational Therapists, Physiotherapists, Speech Therapists and Centre 

staff.  These activities were aimed at building speech, gross motor and 

social skills in the students.  The integrated approach led to improved 

outcomes for our students and assisted Centre staff in applying therapy 

techniques to classroom interventions.  

 

Interactive Whiteboards 

Creaney ESC have Interactive Whiteboards in each learning space (8 in 

total).  These have been highly successful in supporting the learning of 

students in all areas of the curriculum.  All students have demonstrated 

high levels of engagement and have responded well to concepts 

introduced in this way. 

In 2012, developing staff confidence in using the boards was a priority 

and all staff (teaching and non-teaching) were given supported 



 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2012 Priorities 
 

Curriculum Improvement 

• Independency 

• Communication 

• Social Skills 
 

 

 

professional learning in this area.  Staff have reported improved skills 

and confidence and the IWB boards are now used to underpin all 

learning areas. Centre staff have produced a large number of IWB 

resources specially designed for our context and have been able to share 

these resources with other schools. 

 

Transition Program 

Creaney ESC provides our Year 7 students with a Transition to High 

School program to ensure a seamless progression to their new school.  

Parents are provided with information and support in choosing a high 

school setting for their children.  The Centre then works closely with the 

high schools in order to support the students in making the transition.  

General preparation lessons take place within the Centre and these are 

followed up by visits to the new school, supported by familiar Creaney 

ESC staff.  Over Term 4, students gradually spend increasing time at the 

new campus with decreasing support from Centre staff. Transition 

programs are typically flexible in order to best suit the individual needs 

of the students and the destination school.  In 2012 six students made 

the transition to Duncraig ESC and two went to Gladys Newton School.   

 
 

Centre Priorities 

Independency 

Developing independence skills is of significant importance to the 

students at the Centre and continues to be a priority that underpins all 

planning.  IEP objectives in all learning areas reflect this priority and 

include opportunities for students to practise and generalise  skills on a 

daily basis.  Data was collected to measure reduction of prompts needed 

at each stage.  Where appropriate, Centre staff worked closely with 

therapists and home to develop self-management skills.  Self-regulation 

strategies to assist students manage their anxieties and behaviours were 

explicitly taught and much professional learning was undertaken in this 

area.  

 

Communication 

The ability to communicate effectively in one’s environment is also 

central to developing independence.  At Creaney ESC students are 

taught a variety of communication strategies depending on their needs 

and abilities. Speech may be assisted by an alternative method of 

communication—AAC (Alternative Augmentative Communication).  At 

Creaney ESC students use speech, Makaton signing, Picture Exchange 

Communication Systems and voice output devices to communicate.  

Staff work closely with Therapy Focus who help determine specific 

requirements for individuals.  Their professional advice and support is 

embedded into students’ communication programs.  Daily activities are 
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Parent Comments: 

 

“From the moment my children 

were enrolled and attended 

CESC I noticed a difference 

immediately. They became 

happier children, looked forward 

to going to school and started 

achieving goals that we once 

thought impossible.  Not only 

are the staff highly skilled, they 

have always showed their care, 

compassion and dedication to 

our children and celebrate their 

achievements with us and we 

are truly grateful” 

Parent 

 

 

“My child has made great 

progress since being at this 

centre.  The staff really care and 

are so helpful and 

understanding. They are really 

special people.” 

Parent 

 

 

“The best ESC in W.A, Everyone 

is wonderful. I love you all!” 

Parent 

designed to require students to initiate communication and they are 

supported to  extend the complexity of their language (regardless of 

mode of expression).   

 

Social Skills 

This priority area also enhances independency.  Students are given 

explicit training and supported practise of social skills in a variety of 

contexts.  This ranges from small groups within their class to mixed 

groups within the Centre as well as Integration with mainstream peers.  

A number of lunchtime programs (PlayLinks, Playbuddies) assist the 

students in applying new skills to social settings with the support of their 

mainstream peers.  A structured play program in the ESC playground 

teaches  applicable students simple play  activities.   
Library, Canteen and Community Access programs give students the 

opportunity for supported rehearsal of social communication (eg giving 

eye contact and making requests of unfamiliar personnel).   

 
 
 

Community Satisfaction 
Results of a 2012 Parent Survey indicated a very high degree of 

satisfaction with Creaney ESC.  Responses to the majority of questions 

(29 out of 32) rated either 97% or 100% satisfaction with no question 

receiving less than a 90% positive response.   

The area highlighted by the lowest satisfaction rating (90%) concerned 

the usefulness of school reports which parents found difficult to 

understand. Responding to this information, the Centre trialled a new 

format report at the end of Semester 1 and feedback from parents was 

resoundingly positive.  As a result, the Centre now uses the SEN Planning 

and Reporting to Parents online tool  provided by the Department of 

Education.  This flexible tool allows the fine-grained, task analysis used 

by our teachers when planning for students and produces a printed 

report which relates directly to each negotiated objective.   Parent 

feedback has also valued the inclusion of photographic evidence in the 

printed report as many had previously found it difficult to access the 

computerised hyperlinks provided in previous formats. 
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Financial Management 
Financial Summary as at 6 February 2013 

 
 Annual Income: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Annual Expenditure: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Locally Generated Revenue19,523.04$         

DoE Grants 107,044.78$       

Other Govt Grants -$                     

Other  42,375.54$         

Transfers 6,000.00$            

174,943.36$       

Current Year Actual Revenue Sources

Transfers

3%

Locally Generated 

Revenue

11%

DoE Grants

62%

Other Govt Grants

0%

Other  

24%

1 19,607.00$                    11,930.66$                    

2 1,696.00$                      2,261.40$                      

3 500.00$                         425.18$                         

4 7,735.00$                      7,104.29$                      

5 -$                                -$                                

6 61,826.00$                    38,486.59$                    

7 32,226.11$                    28,081.87$                    

8 -$                                -$                                

9 3,300.00$                      3,403.00$                      

10 -$                                -$                                

11 7,391.00$                      5,311.85$                      

12 12,346.00$                    12,346.00$                    

146,627.11$                  109,350.84$                  

Other  

Transfers to Reserves

Total

Assets and Resources

Education Services

Other Specific Programs

Salary Pool Payments to Central Office

Budget ActualExpenditure

Trading Activities

Administration

Leases

Utilities

Repairs/Maintenance/Grounds

Capital Works

1 1,243.00$                      1,243.00$                      

2 12,889.00$                    12,888.76$                    

3 -$                                -$                                

4 -$                                -$                                

5 4,207.00$                      4,207.37$                      

6 107,404.87$                  107,044.78$                  

7 -$                                -$                                

8 -$                                -$                                

9 1,184.00$                      1,183.91$                      

10 42,016.00$                    42,375.54$                    

11 6,000.00$                      6,000.00$                      

174,943.87$                  174,943.36$                  

2,513.00$                      2,512.77$                      

177,456.87$                 177,456.13$                 Total Funds Available

Internal Transfers

BudgetRevenue - Cash

Trading Activities

Other  

Fundraising/Donations/Sponsorships

DoE Grants

Other State Govt Grants

Total

Actual

Opening Balance

Voluntary Contributions

Charges and Fees

Government Allowances

P&C Contributions

Commonwealth Govt Grants
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Cash Position: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact us:  
   Creaney Education Support Centre 

   6 Creaney Drive,  

   Kingsley.  WA 6026 

   Catriona.Marcoolyn@education.wa.edu.au 
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Cash Position

Bank Balance 127,486.07$                               

Made up of: -$                                              

1 General Fund Balance 68,105.29$                                  

2 Deductible Gift Funds -$                                              

3 Trust Funds -$                                              

4 Asset Replacement Reserves 61,845.78$                                  

5 Suspense Accounts -$                                              

6 Cash Advances 300.00-$                                       

7 Tax Position 2,165.00-$                                    

127,486.07$                               Total Bank Balance

Cash Position as at:

Expenditure - Budget vs Actual
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